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Abstract
THE DIFFERENCE OF HEAD CIRCUMFERENCE OF NEWBORN INFANTS
MEASURED AT TIME OF BIRTH AND AT 3-DAY OF LIFE

Introduction: Head circumference is the most important parameter to determine birth
defect. Timing of the measurement may affect the accuracy of head circumference

and lead to misdiagnosis of microcephaly or macrocephaly.

day of birth, 0. 76 (e OO 1 ? ahaty/sis, small for gestation
age (SGA) and presé

affect the head circumference percentile designation in the majority of infants (70.4%).
However, 78% of the 32 infants diagnosed microcephaly at birth measurement had

normalize head circumference at 3 days of life.

Conclusion: Head circumference measurement taken at birth significantly differed from
that taken on the third day of life. Although not affecting the clinical care and diagnosis
in majority of infants, birth measurements may result in falsely diagnosed as
microcephaly particularly those who were SGA. Infants with small head circumference

for gestational age should have repeated measurement at third day of life.
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